
Partnerships– StormReady 

www.weather.gov/stormready 
 

SUCCESS STORIES: 
 
 
“On July 17, 2010, Dickinson County, 
IA, was struck by damaging winds. 
Thankfully no one lost their lives or 
was injured during the storm. Many 
residents and the emergency manager 
credited the NWS for the advance 
warning. Local media credited NWS 
along with the county being 
StormReady as the main reasons why 
there were no casualties. “ 
 
 

 
 
To earn an NWS StormReady 
designation, Van Wert County, OH, 
placed a series of warning alert 
systems in public locations, including 
the movie theater destroyed in a 
storm outbreak that killed 35 people.  
"If we hadn't gone through the 
StormReady process  & gotten our 
warning system in place before this 
storm, a lot of people would not have 
gotten the warning, and we could 
have lost many more lives," - Said Rick 
McCoy– Van Wert County Emergency 
Manager. "All communities across the 
country need to look at becoming 
StormReady, because at some point 
they're going to have severe weather 
of some kind. People shouldn't say 'it 
can't happen here,' because it can."  

How County Extension is involved 

Many County Extensions don’t do a lot of programming from their office in 

Community and Economic Development.  They also don’t have money in the 

budget even if they wanted to.  The StormReady Program is a great way to 

make a difference in your community promoting Weather Safety as well as 

promoting Community and Economic Development, with very little staff 

commitment and time, and no cost.  

Cost) It is free to join the StormReady Program.   

Time) What Extension does best is being a conduit to connect resources 

together.  That is the point of this program.  The time commitment of the 

County is the length of time it takes to have the conversation and connect 

them to the NWS contact (see Map on back).  This has already opened 

several doors for Dallas County in sharing at Chamber Meetings, getting 

meetings with City Council Members, and conversations with County Officials.  

More connection means greater awareness of Extension as 

a community partner.    

Extension promotes safety in areas such as Food and Nutrition, Babysitting Basics, 

Animal Safety, Pesticides, etc.  This is one more way we can make a safe and Strong 

Iowa. 

Working Toward a Weather-Ready Nation 

 
Being part of a Weather-Ready Nation is about 
preparing for your community's increasing vulnerability to extreme weather and 
water events. Americans live in the most severe weather-prone country on 
Earth. You can make sure your community is StormReady®. Some 98 
percent of all Presidentially declared disasters are weather related, leading to 
around 500 deaths per year and nearly $15 billion in damage. The 
StormReady program helps arm America's communities with the 
communication and safety skills needed to save lives and property--before, 
during and after the event. StormReady helps community leaders and 
emergency managers strengthen local safety programs. 

StormReady communities, counties, Indian nations, universities and colleges, 
military bases, government sites, commercial enterprises and other groups are 
better prepared to save lives from the onslaught of severe weather through 
advanced planning, education and awareness.  

No community is storm proof, but StormReady can help 
communities save lives. 

Questions please reach out to Jeff Jackson– jsjack@iastate.edu   515-993-4281 

Dallas County 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/#.VWSKPUaUJKg
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By Joining StormReady as a Supporter 

you will have another resource to connect 

to your school officials, government 

officials, towns, hospitals, and businesses.  

Towns want to grow and show their 

citizens that they care about their safety.  

Becoming a StormReady Community is a 

great way to do that.  Best of all it is FREE 

and does not require much of their time.  

Most Schools, communities, hospitals, etc. 

are already doing what they need to meet 

the qualifications to be StormReady.  

Communities get signs they can put at the 

entrance of their city limits to promote their 

mission to protect their citizens. (see pic 

on right)  Our role is to share the 

information with them and put them in 

touch with their local NWS Rep to take 

them the rest of the way.  By having your 

office be StormReady you send a 

message to your staff and guests that you 

care about their safety and are prepared 

for what Mother-Nature brings.  

Iowa has: 

29 Counties, 22 

Communities 

1 Government, 4 

Universities/Colleges, 1 

Commercial 

18 Supporters and 1 County 

Extension Office 

Iowa State University, Grinnell 

College, University of Dubuque and 

University of Iowa are all StormReady 

Schools.   

In states like South Dakota, Florida, and 

Tennessee most of their schools are 

StormReady.   

FYI– Every Extension Office in every county in 

the state of Kentucky is a StormReady 

Supporter.     

They have shared the benefit’s of how being 

in the program has helped them strengthen 

their communities. 

The Benfits 

Working Toward a Weather-Ready Nation 

 
A Supporter is an organization, business, facility or local government entity 
actively engaged in weather safety and preparedness that is unable to meet 
all the requirements of the full StormReady program.  

To apply for Supporter status, contact your local NWS Warning Coordination 
Meteorologist (WCM) who will guide you through the simple process. You 

are welcome to use data/services provided 
by America's Weather Industry to meet Supporter 
guidelines. Once recognized, you may receive: 

 A StormReady Supporter Certificate from the National 
Weather Service 

 Permission to use the NWS StormReady logo 

 Inclusion on the StormReady Webpage 

 
A StormReady designation lasts for 5 years.  

Questions please reach out to Jeff Jackson– jsjack@iastate.edu   515-993-4281 

https://www.weather.gov/stormready/contact
https://www.weather.gov/stormready/contact
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/im/

